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Gun Violence in Africa
Abstract
Gun violence has been a major cause of death in South Africa as well as in some central African countries. South Africa is ranked as the African country with the highest number amount of gun violence;: eighteen-to-twenty-youths18 to 21  youths in South Africa are victims of gun violence. Other African countries experiencing high rates of gun violence includes Chad, Central African Republic, and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Nigeria, and Cameroon. The This paper focuses on discussesing the major causes of gun violence in Africa where poverty, easy access to weapons, and drug abuse are some of the factors discussed. Gun violence has caused adverse effects on victims and society in general. Gun violence has resulted in numerous deaths, lifetime injuries, poor economic growth, and immigration problems just to mention. Different measures could be taken to eliminate the problem of gun violence in Africa: . The UNDP mightay work together with different groups to educate the public, take guns away guns to from the public, and control the flow of firearms in the affected countries.	Comment by editor: Per week per year What is the time frame?	Comment by editor: Write out with first use.
Introduction
Gun violence has always long been a sensitive issue in some African countries.: These forms of violence have been seen to cause adverse effects on both victims and the community in general and also directly to the victims. The well-being of a community and its economic growth is dependent on many factors; one of these factors is security. Gun violence in African countries has led to insecurity, which in turn has hampered economic development. The effects of gun violence are evident in central African countries and also South Africa.[footnoteRef:1]. In the affected areas, economic growth has been slow since because few investors have noare willingness to start their a business in such locations. Gun violence has exposed children and women to suffering as most of the time they are often the highly affected victims. The paucity abundance of vulnerabilities also has leads to increased cases of rapes among women and children. The factors that mainly contribute to gun violence among these countries include poverty, unemployment,  and exposure to violence during childhood, drug abuse, exposure to firearms, and weak safety policies among many other factors.[footnoteRef:2].	Comment by editor: Correct? [1:  Caitriona Dowd and Clionadh Raleigh, “Real-Time Analysis of African Political Violence,” Conflict Trends, 15, 2013, xx, doi:10.21236/ada613099]  [2:  Michael Freshman, “Small Arms in Africa | Africa Renewal Online,” Welcome to the United Nations, last modified 2011, https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/december-2011/small-arms-africa] 

Gun possession in Chad and the DRC Democratic Republic of Congo is 1.2 to 1.4 percent% respectively. OIn other countries like Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, and Angola show gun possession rates of 14.0, 19.9, and 17.3, respectively. In 2004, Angola was ranked as the twenty-eighth 28th country in possession of guns. In Africa, iIt is the second after South Africa, which has the most heavily armed population. A good number of Central central African countries have experienced and continued to experience violence among armed groups, which results to in direct conflicts deaths of at rates of 2.2 per 100,000 in the DRC, and as high as 10.1 in Chad. Intentional hHomicide rates have been estimated to be as high as 36.0 and 16.1 per 100,000 in Angola and Cameroon. In Gabon, homicide is 17.1 per 100,000 showing, the lowest price rate among the Central African countries. However, in Congo, Chad, and Equatorial Guinea homicide rates reach up to 18.8, 19.0, and 24.0, respectively. South Africa shows the rates of 157•.8 per 100, 000 population, therefore,, the highest death rates as a result of gun violence in Africa.[footnoteRef:3]. 	Comment by editor: Of what? 	Comment by editor: Is this for the whole population of how many?	Comment by Julia Houston: Homicide is always intentional, unless stated otherwise..  [3:  Rene Lemarchand, The Dynamics of Violence in Central Africa. City? Pennsylvania: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012.] 

From the data available, it It is evident that there are serious issues regarding the security of Africans that different stakeholders need to handle. There is a need for a partnership between different organizations interested in restoring peace in different places areas of Africa, as well as setting policies that will help guide gun control on the continent. The UNDP has a role in controlling gun violence in African countries and to in improving thee security status in the region; this would later then improve the economic status of the affected countries. This paper focuses on discussing the causes, and effects of gun violence in Africa, and the steps taken needed to eliminate the problem.
Major Causes of Gun Violence in Africa
South Africa, Chad, Congo, Gabon, Angola, and Nigeria are the African countries withhave the highest rates of gun violence oin the continent. One of the major causes of this form of abuse is the easy availability of fire availability of firearms. A good number of individuals in the populations possess a gun, where whereas for example in DRC 1.4%  percent of the citizens are believed to own a gun.   Most of the weapons in the public sphere are unlicensed, and thus their usage is not controlled. It is clear that the flow of guns in the area isn uncontrolled, and this poses a great risk to the civilians since the weapons always get into the wrong hands of people with bad intentions. The hHandling of unlicensed guns is a security threat since tracking down on a crime criminal perpetrator would be is hard. Now thatIf individuals know that they can never be tracked down after a crime, they may never be responsible for their actions. Therefore, in the case of a conflict, an individual may pull out a gun and shoot at the other person, : Mostly causing death or a lifetime injuryies.[footnoteRef:4]. The exposure of the people into ammunitions has resulted in a rise in gun violence among different individuals and between gangs. Easy availability of firearms makes it hard for the governments to control and monitor how the tools weapons are used.[footnoteRef:5]. Therefore, members of the public are at risk because an individual may use a gun and never get tracked down. Even the criminals know it’s hard to get them, and thus they don’t never limit themselves while handling guns. 	Comment by Julia Houston: Avoid absolutes. [4:  Freshman.]  [5:  Philip Alpers and Marcus Wilson, “Guns in Central Africa: Firearms, Armed Violence and Gun Law,” Gun Law and Policy: Firearms and Armed Violence, Country by Country, last modified 2014, https://www.gunpolicy.org/firearms/region/central-africa] 

Ethnic clashes and political instability is a factor that has contributed to the increased availability of guns to the civilians. Countries like the DRC have had political instability for a long time, which has resulted in a rise in rebel groups. These gangs tend to even recruiting young children and using use them as a soldiers. As the children grow up, they are exposed to firearms and later violence as they are used in fighting the government. The groups of rebels obtain the ammunitions through sponsorships, raiding the villages, and buying the guns.: This gives them power over the general public. Therefore, it becomes easy for them to control the populace and attack the individuals that who show resistance.[footnoteRef:6]. The easy access to guns among these groups exposes the public to insecurities brought about by uncontrolled possession of firearms. For instance, in Nigeria, there is Boko Haram, a rebel group well known for raiding villages and abducting some individuals to use as slaves.   Some countries like the Central African Republic haves more than one rebel group, including which include  the Séléka coalition and the antiAnti-balaka coalition.[footnoteRef:7]. These two groups are known of for fighting each other and  alsofor challenging the government, leaving the violent country in chaos.	Comment by Julia Houston: Note the correct word here. Ammunition is bullets and things. [6:  Dowd, xx.]  [7:  Anne-Lynn Dudenhoefer, “Understanding the Recruitment of Child Soldiers in Africa,” ACCORD, last modified August 16, 2016, https://www.accord.org.za/conflict-trends/understanding-recruitment-child-soldiers-africa] 

Exposing children to violence at a very young age also leads to an increase in gun violence in some African countries.   The environment that a child is raised in determines the kind of a person the child will become as he or shethey grows up.: This means that exposing a child to violence, especially at home, will affect the psychology of the kidchild. The child is likelye to even fight with other kids children at school because violence seems like the only way to solve a conflict. Different studies show that when a child witnesses one of thea family members being violently mistreated, the child is likely to develop anger which that affects him or herthem for the rest of their lives. Men who in their childhood experience their mother as she is being oppressed also have a high chance of becoming violent as they grow up. Violent adults would become even more dangerous when they have weapons close to themat hand. Even the films we watch and video games we play with the kids children have different impacts on the childrenm. Some of these films and video games are very violent for the children. Due to what they learn, children tend to explore their world. Some of these kids children even learn how to use guns when they are young due to the exposure they have toon firearms. Exposing children to violence affects them psychologically, and thus they are more capable of becoming violent adults when they grow up.[footnoteRef:8]. In addition, easy access to guns increases the probability of these individuals their using use them in case of a conflicts. 	Comment by Julia Houston: Chicago 17th ed. calls for the use of “they” for non-gendered singular antecedents.	Comment by Julia Houston: Citations needed. [8:  Naeemah Abrahams and Rachel Jewkes, “Effects of South African Men’s Having Witnessed Abuse of Their Mothers During Childhood on Their Levels of Violence in Adulthood,” American Journal of Public Health 95, no. 10 (2005): xx, doi:10.2105/ajph.2003.035006] 

Poverty is also a factor encouraging gun violence in African countries. Lack of basic needs results in desperation, and due to unemployment, individuals try to finddevelop survival tactics. The only survival tactic is often robbery, and in most cases, there use of violence. Desperation also leads to depression and bitterness, which makes some individuals gets violent in case of a  during conflict. This bitterness is even extended to robbery cases where a thug thief may get violent in case of a while resistanceresisting police. In addition to drug use, a depressed individual has a high chance oif brutally injuring or even killing a victim. Easy access to guns gives the robbers even more power where they can easily manipulate their victim.: In case of a resistance, thugs people may choose to use their firearms, therefore, leading to  and cause injuries and even deaths. Poverty and unemployment increase the chances of young people to will form gangs where together they can perform their unlawful acts without any fear.[footnoteRef:9]. These groups of young people enter into drug abuse, and due to the effects,; they are capable of using their firearms on any victim.	Comment by Julia Houston: Correct for your meaning? [9:  Jacklyn Cock, “Fixing Our Sights: A Sociological Perspective on Gun Violence in Contemporary South Africa,” Taylor & Francis, last modified 19, 2012, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10289852.1997.10520131] 

Drug and substance abuse haves also been seen to be a factor contributing to gun violence among African countries. Drug abuse has been attributed to unemployment among youths. Youths gangs hang outu in some joints areas where they idle as they engage in drug abuse. As said earlier, desperate individuals find the best way to survive. Jobless youths mostly enter into drug abuse as a way of pushing dealing with life. It is at these joints places where youth form gangs where they get involved in law -breaking. South Africa is among the countries in the world with the highesthas some of the highest numbers of gun violence cases.   Some of the cases are attributed to drug abuse, including alcohol. Drug abuse increases the chances of violence among different individuals that may  which eventually leads to the use of firearms. Alcoholism is a factor driving to domestic violence among in many South African homes. These forms of fights can later lead to the use of guns, which are readily available in many homes. A good number of individuals in South Africa have been victims of domestic violence where a spouse has used a firearm to attack them. The most affected victims are the females where the male spouse injures or kills the victim.3.	Comment by Julia Houston: Escaping from?
Gender-based violence in South Africa is another cause of gun deaths in the country. Despite the lack of documented data, reports from the police and hospitals show that there is a good number of individuals who many are shot suffer gunshots from by their intimate partners.: Tthis is brought up by theoccurs fact thatbecause many people in South Africa keep guns at their homes. Most of the individuals who suffer gun violence in intimate relationships are the South African women. It is thus clear that, as the authorities look for the ways to deal with gun violence, it is equally important to handle the issue of domestic violence as one of the causes of gun deaths in South Africa and even in the overall of Africa in general.   It is estimated that South Africa is globally leading in the number of women’s deaths as a result of gun violence in a war-free environment. In South Africa, wWomen suffer assaults from their male partners who manipulate females using guns. Such information shows how illegal possession of guns puts South African wWomen at risk.[footnoteRef:10]. The responsible organizations should set up strategies to fight against this form of violence among against women.	Comment by Julia Houston: Citation needed. [10:  Naeemah Abrahams, Rachel Jewkes, and Shanaaz Mathews, “Guns and Gender-Based Violence in South Africa,” South African Medical Journal 100, no. 9 (2010).] 

The problem of gun violence in the DRC is very unique when compared to other nationsunusual. Inequality, poor economic growth, and political instability are all evident in the nation; , all of which cause different forms of gun violence, on cause related to the other. Since 1996, gun violence has caused millions of deaths in the DRC while others have been displaced. Most of the violence has been caused by the misrule of Mobutu Sese Seko. Corruption and brutality have been the form of governance for several decades, thus resulting in poor economic growth in the area. Lack of enough money to pay the armed forces has resulted in these individuals taking matters into their own hands, and instead of protecting the country, they have become smugglers. The armed forces use their powers to raid into villages and control every activity in the area. It has also been noted that, in 2013 in the eastern region, the armed forces ordered each home to purchase a gun from them; failure to which would lead to serious consequences.[footnoteRef:11]. Due to these factors, gun violence has increased leading to increased deaths, poverty, and displacements.  [11:  Nick Long, “Armed Groups Impose 'Gun Law' in Eastern DRC,” VOA, last modified August 1, 2013, https://www.voanews.com/a/armed-groups-impose-gun-law-in-eastern-drc/1715988.html] 

Violence in Chad can be traced back to the colonial and pre-colonial period. Chad has a good history of rebellions and divisions among the community:. Violence has become their way of living. Chad can offer a good example of a place where the , and that attitude is the major cause of gun violence. A sSoldiering culture has developed in the environment due to different wars in the history of the country. Basically, every man in the region believes that being a warrior is better than improving their status. Ethnic grievances and ideological commitment are what motivates young people into violence. It is also evident that the ability to use a gun is considered a job qualification among the Chadians. Therefore, these factors promote violence in the area in the sense that every boy dreams to be a Chad’s fighter.[footnoteRef:12]. Therefore, handling gun violence in the region would require extra effort in training and counseling.	Comment by editor: Do you mean economic status or something else? [12:  Marielle Debos, “Living by the Gun in Chad: Armed Violence as a Practical Occupation,” The Journal of Modern African Studies 49, no. 03 (2011): xx, doi:10.1017/s0022278x11000267] 

Effects of Gun Violence in Africa
The nNumber one effect of gun violence is injuries and deaths and deaths among young people. In South Africa, it is estimated that the gun wounds causes 14%  percent of suicides. South Africa is ranked as the third country in the world with the highest fire-arms deaths. The statistics show that 157.8 in 100000 individuals die of gun violence.   South Africa has the highest number of firearms deaths in the continent, followed by Angola and Cameroon., Rreports from the SA police department in a 2016/2017 study shows that guns killed 18-21 South Africans. The statistics show a rise of 1.8 percent%‚ where 19‚016 people people were murdered.; Aattempted murders had also increased by 0.4%  percent which means 50 people per day.[footnoteRef:13]. In Central Africa, the high number of deaths as a result of gun violence have also been noticed; a report from 2014 shows that death rates as a result of gun violence in DRC are 2.2 per 100,000, and as high as 10.1 in Chad. Intentional hHomicide rates have been estimated to as high as 36.0 and 16.1 per 100,000 in Angola and Cameroon. In Gabon, the homicide rate is 17.1 per 100,000, showing the lowest rate among the Central African countries. However, in Congo, Chad, and Equatorial Guinea homicide rates reach up to 18.8, 19.0, and 24.0, respectively.[footnoteRef:14]. These high number of deaths shows a clear indication that guns have adverse effects on the affected African populations.	Comment by editor: For what area?	Comment by Julia Houston: Citation needed.	Comment by Julia Houston: You gave these figures above. [13:  “Between 18 and 21 South Africans per Day Killed by Guns,” TimesLIVE, last modified October 24, 2017, https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2017-10-24-between-18-and-21-south-africans-per-day-killed-by-guns]  [14:  Freshman.] 

Gun violence also has some negative psychological impacts on the victim as most of the experiences are often traumatizing. Gun violence does not affect only the individual attacked or threatened, but also affects the and friends, family, and colleagues, and even the perpetrators. There are chances that the secondary survivors could also experience some social, economic, and even multiple poor health outcomes. A gun violence survivor is a person who has suffered harm,; either physical or mental, financial loss, first right denial, or and emotional suffering as a result of the misuse of a firearm. In South Africa as well as in some central African countries, gun violence has left many individuals with lifetime injuries and devastating mental problems.[footnoteRef:15]. Though there is are no available data showing the number of gun violence survivors experiencing psychological or physical suffering, taking proper research in these areas can should demonstrate a clear picture of what gun violence does to the society. Many individuals are paralyzed, and while others live in depression after losing a loved one. [15:  C. Buchanan, “The Health and Human Rights of Survivors of Hun Violence: Charting a Research and Policy Agenda. Health and Human Rights Journal,” VOLUME AND ISSUE AND PAGE? last modified August 20, 2013, https://www.hhrjournal.org/2013/08/the-health-and-human-rights-of-survivors-of-gun-violence-charting-a-research-and-policy-agenda] 

Education is a basic need for every African children, and a  in the whole of the African continent. For a child to get a quality education , he or she needs to get into a good school and requires learning peacefully without any fear of being attacked. Gun violence in some Central African countries has paralyzed education and denied the children their basic needs. The presence of rebel groups in the DRC, Central African Republic, and even in some parts of Nigeria increases insecurities in the areas, and thus children are unable to get into schools. and run[footnoteRef:16]. Gun violence experienced in different attacks over the decade has resulted to in immigration into various countries as the residents try to save their lives.: Tthis has led to an increase in the number of IDP camps in the neighboring countries. In IDP camps, access to education is hampered as there are not enough resources for the teachers to use on for their pupils. Lack of enough education to of the children has adverse effects to on both the individual and the community in general since there will be no necessary knowledge for development.[footnoteRef:17]. In addition, gun violence experiences may mentally affect children and thus affect their academic performances in schools.	Comment by editor: Write out with first use [16:  William Derman and Randi Kaarhus, In the Shadow of a Conflict: Crisis in Zimbabwe and Its Effects in Mozambique, South Africa and Zambia. Harare, Zimbabve: Weaver Press, 2013.]  [17:  Lemarchand.] 

For steady economic growth, security of the area is a significant factor considered by manyfor investors. Safety is considered while when opening a business as it ensures free movement of people, and also the properties are free from damage or theft. Gun violence in Guinea, Gabon, DRC, and the Central African Republic has hampered economic development in the areas, thus making the countries among the poorest countries in Africa. For instance, the GDP per capita for the DRC is 444.51 USD, which might discourage any investor willing to invest in the place. Civil wars and the presence of terrorism have increased gun violence thus paralyzing movement of goods of and people from one place to another.: This means that the government will not have enough capital to improve the infrastructure which continues to hampering economic growth.[footnoteRef:18]. Besides, as gun violence hinders education, it means that people will not have enough knowledge to use to improve their standards of living. Gun violence also hinders economic growth in the sense that during fire exchanges, a lot of properties property are is destroyed. Some damages leaves owners with massive losses which are always hard to recover. Continuous gunfire exchanges and destruction of properties results to slow economic growth in the affected areas.	Comment by editor: Write out with first use [18:  Lemarchand.] 

 Gun violence increases the number of immigrants from the affected areas to the neighboring countries. Increases in immigrants poses a tremendous economic challenge to the host country since the nation will need to set aside some funds for them camps. Immigration may also increase insecurityies as it can be used as a form way of transporting weapons and other illegal substances into the neighboring countries. For instance, Boko Haram has affected some areas of Nigeria, causing the residents to move from their homes and migrate to neighboring countries like Cameroon and Niger. Living as in IDPs is never easy since most of the basic needs are unavailable. Things like water, good housing, and medical services are poor. Children and the women in these cases are the most affected since they have different needs as compared to from those of adult males. Most of the affected areas are surrounded by poor countries. For instance, refugees from Nigeria moving move to Niger; Niger , which is among the poorest countries in Africa. This means that the country will not have enough resources to cater for their needs.10. However, the UN has tried hard enough to improve the condition of the refugee camps by offering basic needs to the victims of violence.	Comment by Julia: Spell out
Recommendation
The best method of reducing and stopping gun violence in Africa is by first ensuring the civilians are free of firearm possession. In a country like South Africa, the government should set new policies in a bit to control gun possession. Serious precautions need to be taken while giving gun licenses to the members of the public. The governments should also find the best means to control the entry of firearms into the country; this will reduce the accessibility of weapons among the civilians. Also, decreasing drug abuse could also play an essential role in reducing gun violence among the youth.: As noted earlier, alcohol and drug abuse is area factors contributing to some in gun violence cases. Educating people on security would help the public know how to handle some gun-related cases thus and saving save lives. The government should also try to create jobs for the youths as many own form guns and enter into robbery due to desperation and lack of enough money for their needs. Creating employment will give young people income and thus reduce theft.[footnoteRef:19]. [19:  “APA Report on Gun Violence Identifies Precursors and Promising Solutions,” PsycEXTRA Dataset, 2013, xx, doi:10.1037/e647042013-001] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Central African countries, the measures to be taken need interventions from different stakeholders like the UN, and AU since the problems of gun violence are beyond the powers of the governments in place.   Most of the violence that takes place in the area is as a result of rebel groups fighting against the government. The rebels are motivated mostly by religious extremism and political influence by different political leaders. Most of the time these rebel groups do not have a good reason for fighting the government; all they ever want is power and control over some regions in the countries. Civilians also possess a good number of guns which they use for protection. However, in some cases, the guns are used for the wrong purpose. Fighting against gun violence in these areas would require a special intervention since it would require engaging with the rebel groups. The first step that the unions need to consider is by first engaging in conversations  betweenamong the rival groups in a bid to restore peace in the areas. The next thing should be shutting down the entry of ammunitions into the countries, and then sophisticating guns from the public. By taking the above steps, gun violence may be reduced by a large margin. 	Comment by editor: Write out with first use. Do you mean EU?	Comment by editor: Do you mean soliciting or removing?
The UNDP should focus on violent extremistms in African countries where different groups which are as a the result of marginalization, poor governance, and underdevelopment. Some of the problems se extremisms occur due to misleading information spread by greedy politicians whose interests are to destroy the government.: This results to in the formation of groups that rise up to fight the government. Due to easy access to guns, the gangs can manipulate the members of the public and; in some cases even killing some civilians. The UNDP should enter into engagement with various stakeholders like the national governments, community representatives, different regional organizations based in the regions, media groups, bilateral donors, faith-based groups, and civil society organizations. Together with these groups, the organization can reduce violent extremism witnessed in the region by creating peace, harmony, and equality among the citizens. During the engagements, the UNDP will be able to set policies regarding gun control programs. However, strategies may not work without first restoring peace in the affected areas. Therefore, effective measures in dissolving rebel groups should the first steps to take.
The UNDP should show support to the government in the affected areas by developing strategies to use to stop violence in the affected countries. Training programs should then follow to develop skills of the parties to be involved in implementing the policies. Advisory groups should also be set to advise government leaders on the best steps to follow to in addressing the problems of gun violence. Transitional and rehabilitation centers should be the next step to take as a way of transforming the individuals who decided to change and also the victims of gun violence. Rehabilitation centers will reduce the chances of a person will  gettingreturn back to violence as well as helping the and help victims recover from the shock. The UNDP should also help build confidence between the community and the law enforcement officers.: This will help the police officers get the necessary information regarding the security issues affecting the areas. Community safety and policing will assist in developing effective strategies to follow in case of suspected violence.
The UNDP should fight the illegal flow of guns in African countries with by putting up tough measures thusto reduceing violence; this would, in turn,  help the small countries alleviate poverty. In mMost of the cases, illicit weapons are the one used to commit a crime: This happens due to the fact that because the perpetrators cannot easily be tracked down. Illegal arms control can be a good step in the fight against gun violence in Africa. This could be the first action to take so as to only allow only the individuals with licenses to own a guns. The individuals licensed will thus be very cautious with their weapons since misuse would result in heavy penalties. The flow of guns in African countries can be addressed by first identifying the major suppliers of the weapons. Once a supplier has been identified, serious measures should be taken to either completely stop the supply, or regulate the number of weapons entering into the countries. The UNDP should also try to collect and destroy illegal arms as a way of reducing the number of illicit guns from held by the civilians. Controlled gun licensing will help reduce the number of violence since the owners would be in fear of being traced and charged.
Since drug and alcohol abuse has been noted as one of the causes of gun violence in South Africa and some central African countries, it would be necessary for the UNDP together with and different stakeholders like governmental and non-governmental organizations to partner and in solve solving the problem. The best way to stop drug abuse is by sensitizing the public on to the negative effects of drug abuse. The UNDP should work together with the youths in a bid to understand their needs and find out the major reason as to why they engage in drug abuse. After understanding their needs, these UNDP together with other organizations can come up with solutions to the problem. Measures can be taken, where for instancesuch  openingas opening rehabilitation centers, stopping the movement of drugs into the countries, or and even setting policies onf alcohol consumption. By controlling drug and alcohol abuse, gun violence is likely to decrease by a large margin. 
The UNDP should use the media to sensitize people on how gun violence has affected our societies. Through radio programs, presenters may use the chance to educate people on different safety measures to take while handling their guns, such as. For instance,  keeping them from children,  and not carrying them into clubs and many more tips. The UNPD may also use the opportunity to mobilize the public to work together with law enforcers in the process of sophisticating taking illicit weapons from the public. The society should know that their safety comes first and there can never be enough security for them when everybody has an unlicensed weapon. Video programs may also be used to present documentaries to the public. These documentaries should play a role in promoting peace and sensitizing people on to the benefits of peacekeeping. The public should know that they have to live in harmony for the best of their lives and the lives of their children	Comment by editor: Word choice, see previous comment.
Finally, the UNDP should focus on skill building, entrepreneurship, and employment. As noted earlier, u. Unemployment and poverty are the major causes of gun violence in Africa. Therefore, this means that iIf the government and the UNDP partner to create the employment for the youth, people will have jobs and make money for their families and thus will not need to use violence to get money. The UNDP should carry consult researches studies to determine the best programs for the youth in violence-prone areas. These programs will work well by handling individuals according to where they come from and the education they have. Innovativeness should, therefore,  be encouraged by offering the necessary equipment and resources. Training programs will provide employment for the youth as well as promote unity as the children interact.

Conclusion
The paper has been useful in discussing the causes and, effects of gun violence in African countries and the steps that need to be taken to reduce the cases. South Africa has been seen as the country with the highest number of gun violence victims in Africa. It has been estimated that each day there are eighteen-to-twenty-one 18 to 21 victims of gun violence. Other states experiencing the same problems include Angola, DRC, Cameroon, and the Central African Republic to mention. The significant causes of gun violence in these countries include poverty, unemployment, drug and alcohol abuse, poor governance, and exposing children to violence at a young age. The effects of gun violence are deaths and injuries, poor education, slow economic growth, psychological problems, and an increase in IDPs. Gun violence had been seen to affect different individuals close to the victims while it leaves the person disabled or traumatized. To alleviate the problem of gun violence, the government, especially that of South Africa, should control firearm possessionng by creating new policies. The government should also create jobs for the youths and fight against drug abuse as a way of saving the children. The UNDP, on the other hand,  should work together with the government to restore peace in the affected areas. UNDP should  and encourage good relations between the public and law enforcement officers in a bid to control extremism violence.
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